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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Box IDS 

Washington, DC. 20231 
Sir: 



The citations listed on the enclosed PTO-1449 form are submitted under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 
and 1.98, and in compliance with the duty of disclosure as defined in 37 C.F. R. § 1.56. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F. R. § 1 .97 (e), the undersigned hereby certifies that each ite rl^f li 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application not mo ia^srnrT^J 
months prior to the filing of this Statement. 



It is believed by the undersigned that no fee is required pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97. 
However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee required to the deposit 



account identified in the attached "Authorization to Pay and Petition for Acceptance of Any 
Necessary Fees" to cover this fee. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be constructed as a representation that any 
one of the listed citations establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a 
prima facie case of unpatentability of any claim in the above-identified patent application. 
Additionally, this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be constructed as a 
representation that a further search of the art has been made by the Applicant, or that 
additional information unknown to the Applicant and relevant to the examination of this 
patent application does not exist. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the enclosed Form 
PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 are earnestly 
solicited along with an early action on the merits. 

Dated: February 25, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 

PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP 



Victor J. Castellucci 
Reg. No. 43,535 
11682 El CaminoReal, 
Suite 200 

San Diego, CA 92130 
Tel: (858) 509-4005 
Fax: (858) 509-4010 




AUTHORIZATION TO PAY AND PETITION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF 

ANY NECESSARY FEES 

charges or fees must be paid in connection with the foregoing communication 
(including but not limited to the payment of an extension fee or issue fee), or if any 
overpayment is to be refunded in connection with the above-identified application, any such 
charges or fees, or any such overpayment may be respectively paid out of, or into, our 
Deposit Account No. 03-3975 under Reference No.: 044182-0290049- 



Dated: February 25, 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 
PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP 



Victor J. Castellucci 
Reg. No. 43,535 
11682 El CaminoReal, 
Suite 200 

San Diego, CA 92130 
Tel: (858) 509-400%- 
Fax: (858) 509-4010 



